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BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 


CONSCIENCE A PREACHER. 


“Av that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, and said unto his 
servants, This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and therefore mighty 
works do show forth themselves in him.”—-Marr. 14: 1-2. 


Tuts Herod resembled many other human rulers, in that he was 
not the man to shrink from shedding innocent blood, when such 
an act would serve his purposes. A bold servant of God had re- 
buked him for a flagrant species of iniquity, and it resulted in 
that preacher’s violent death, by Herod’s order. 

But in silencing one preacher, he has raised the voice of another! 
Accusation of guilt, and rebuke of it, will not die with the Bap- 
tist’s death. The very act of disposing, by murderous violence, 
rd one witness, brings up another, more to be dreaded than the 

ormer. 

The. royal transgressor heats of the fame of Jesus. Strange 
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things were reported of him, which caught the attention of the 
' monarch. His goodness suggested thoughts of the man he had 
slain. His miraculous power inspired awe—while both suggested 
that the man he had murdered had actually reiippeared among 
men. Atrocious guilt is instinct with terrible suggestions. The 
alarmed monarch gave evidence of his fears by the language: 
“This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead |” 

One preacher he had disposed of, but here is another. He had 
been troubled by the voice of the first. But he is terrified by the 
voice of the second. This preacher is CoNSCIENCE. 

‘There are so many references to this preacher in the Scriptures, 
and there are so many important considerations in regard to him, 
so deeply concerning us all, that I have chosen for my topic: 


CONSCIENCE A PREACHER. 


I. There can be no dispute that he is lawfully in office. 

Much F picaeage time has been spent, and much labor has been 
employed upon the question, who has, and who has not, a right to 
preach. But all the disputants harmonize in this case. No sect 
denies the validity of this preacher’s ordination. Who, that ever 
heard him, has disbelieved that the consecrating hand of the King 
of the Universe has been laid upon him ? 


IL. He has been long in office. Without any reference to other 
worlds, and to beings existing before our race, of this we are cer- 
tain—our first parents heard this preacher. They heard him when 
his voice was heavenly music. Their innocence made it so. But 
they heard him, too, when every word was a dagger! Gaze on 
those haggard countenances, as the guilty pair depart from Eden! 
See those fast-flowing tears—listen to those sighs of anguish, and 
can you doubt who the preacher is, and what the theme of his dis- 
course! 

So early in our world’s history was he a preacher. Nor has he, 
for an hour, ceased preaching since. Down through all ages has 
he held and magnified his office. Read the Old Testament. Read 
the New. Read the annals of all the nations. 

How many, agonized with terror, or maddened with anguish, 
with all the violence of intensest hate, would have driven this 

reacher from his office? But he has kept it still. He has out- 
lived all other preachers. All attempts of those, troubled by his 
voice, to hush it, have only given it the greater power. The 
preacher in Eden, near six thousand years ago, is a preacher still, 
as all our fallen race can testify. 


III. This preacher never lacks clearness or discrimination. 
As for clearness, his topics are few, dealing chiefly with indivi- 





















CONSCIENCE A PREACHER. 208 


dual character. Having one object, and that of vast importance, 
he reaches it by the shortest and most direct path. There is no 

rofusion of words, no mystical language, rendering the meaning 
Foubtfal, and bewildering the hearer. The pew need not ask what 
the preacher would be at. Every proposition is clear and well 
defined. The words often few—very few—often only: “Thou art 
the man!” That is enough. 

And as for discrimination, this preacher always puts like and 
like together. He defines sharply, and no hearer fails to see the 
“difference between him that sweareth and him that feareth an 
oath.” There is no twilight haziness, so that saint can scarcely be 
distinguished from sinner. 

Some preachers shoot at random, their missiles flying above, be- 
low, or on either side. If they hit at all, it is unexpected and 
surprising. But Conscience never draws a bow at a venture— 
never misses his mark. 

Some arrows, sharp enough in themselves, are so encumbered 
with feathers, they can never reach and pierce the mark. Some 
truths are so embellished with rhetorical beauties, or are frittered 
away by accompanying soft sayings, that they have no sharp- 
ness, and inflict no wound. 

But here is an archer of another kind. Unerringly sure are all 
his arrows. With such a preacher in the pulpit, will any hearer 
doubt about the nature of sin, or be uncertain what holiness is, or 
be at a loss which of the two distinguishes his own character, or 
will he have any question what sort of an eternity these respective 
qualities will provide for their possessors ? 

Discrimination in this preacher—did Herod doubt it when 
thinking John had risen from the dead? Ask Judas as he rushes 
to suicide, or hearken to the trembling Felix! 


IV. Boldness is another characteristic of this preacher. 

There is preaching that takes its complexion from what is sup- 
posed to be sentiment in the pew, rather than from the known will 
of Him, who is higher than all the pews and pulpits in the uni- 
verse. The Gospel harp must give only such sounds as shall please 
the hearers. The preaching is skillfully adapted to their known 
oye and tastes. The preacher would not. for the world, 

reak the skin by the flying bullet. The words are carefull 
chosen, the figures are beautiful, the rhetorical flourishes are ad- 
mirable, the whole style and finish epee | of all praise. 

But no heart is pierced and made to bleed. There is quietness 
unbroken in the pew, for the pulpit has been afraid to break the 
fatal charm. Man has font 4 in awe of man, and the sword of 
truth has failed to divide asunder the soul and the spirit. 

But the preacher Conscience does a different work. He never 
asks who compose his audience, or what they are likely to think 
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of his message. There is no compromise, no compliment. Roy- 
alty can not overawe him. The guilty David, the cruel Herod, 
the licentious Felix, shall each hear, in his turn, the message of 
God. The palace shall hear his voice, and the den of robbers, and 
the hall of revelry. Our preacher enters the theater and the ball- 
room, and beauty has become pale in terror, and sinful mirth has 
been turned to anguish and tears, and all the charms of godless 
gayety have withered as this preacher has faithfully done the work 
given him to do. No presence has been more hateful to the un- 
godly, but the bold artillerist lays on the match without shrink- 
ing, and it matters not who stands in the way of the shot. 


V. An awakening preacher certainly, is the one now described. 

Much preaching fails here. Many preachers have no such aim 
as that of alarming and rousing their hearers. They are to de- 
liver so much matter, occupy so much time, get through with so 
much service, and with this they are content, having no higher 
aim. They would be confounded were they to learn that some 
stray arrow from their bow had, with no intent of theirs, alarmed 
some slumbering sinner, and extorted the cry—‘* What shall I do 
to be saved ?” 

But the preacher I am now describing is a watchman that fails 
not of sounding an alarm in the ears of the workers of iniquity. 
He has this special work in hand, and most faithfully and most 
successfully does he do the work. The moment his voice is heard, 
all indifference and drowsiness vanish. His voice is loud enough 
to reach the most secret chambers of the soul. Men sleep under 
the voice of this preacher! Never. One of his mildest utter- 
ances thoroughly awakens, and when he speaks in the fullness of 
his power, it is as if every bone were breaking, and every nerve 
were snapping! 

His voice is louder than the din of business, overbears the music 
of sinful worldly pleasures, starts out of indifference and plunges 
into anguish the careless lover of his sinful ease. All ranks of 
fallen men, from the throne to the cottage, have had occasion to 
know something of this preacher’s power to awaken and alarm. 


VI. Our preacher preaches every where. 

Other preachers usually have their stated places, but this one 
has no such limits. He does indeed lift up his voice in the sanc- 
tuary ; but he can and does find a place to preach wherever can 
be found a human mind. 

There goes a pouting, stubborn, rebellious child. But the cloud 
on his brow is but an emblem of the gloom and self-reproach our 
regi voice is producing in that young but sinning heart. 

hat young maiden’s frantic love of the world, and that young 
man’s love of guilty pleasure—how often has our preacher made 
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the folly and danger of each his text, and pierced the soul with 
his keen rebukes! In that parlor does -he preach, where domestic 

ace is broken by a fretful husband or an ill-tempered wife. He 
is down in that forecastle making that wicked sailor tremble; but 
he also causes in the cabin the groans of the terror-smitten cap- 
tain. And there is no dizzy hight aloft to which the daring 
mariner can ascend beyond the reach of his voice. 

He is shaking an hundred hearts with fear in that congregation 
—at the same time he has gone out with that Sabbath pleasure- 
excursion, and is making sad one or more of those violators of 
law. In gloomy prison-cells do abandoned men hear his voice; 
but so do villains of little less lighter hue, whose midnight mus- 
ings over their hard bargains with their victims, have the unwel- 
come episode of his rebuke. While he thunders in the ear of the 
impious blasphemer—hast thou not heard him too, O disciple! 
who hast left thy first love, languished in prayer, and forgotten 
thy covenant vows? 

In season and out of season he lifts up his unfaltering voice. 
In the house and by the way, in cellar, parlor, attic, palace, prison, 
he drives his work as a preacher of the truth of God. Never 
weary, never frightened, never sick, never discouraged, never dies. 

From other preachers men may flee. But who hasso put ocean 
or continent between himself and this preacher as to be beyond 
his appeals? Let Jonah fly from duty, and hope the solitude of 
the sea may give him peace. But, alas! for him, the preacher 
went in the same ship with the fugitive, and gave augmented ter- 
ror to the storm. Let Peter retire from the presence of his in- 
jured Master, and from his rebuking eye; but his bitter tears 
show he has not escaped the voice of Conscience. 

Who can be a successful fugitive from that sermonizer, whom 
God has stationed in the hidden chambers of the soul! Where 
has the flying footstep carried the guilty wretch, and there has not 
gone with him, this unrelenting, omnipresent accuser ! 


VII. And as for effectiveness, when has this preacher been sur- 
passed ? 

I do not speak merely in regard to his power to alarm, filling 
the soul with remorse and terror. 

But I speak of effectiveness, as respects the most precious and 
all-important results. David heard him, and there grew out of the 
hearing that most affecting proof of a broken and contrite heart, the 
fifty-first Psalm. Peter heard him, and wept with a repentance 
which was unto life. And three thousand sinners heard together 
the same sermon from him, and were so pricked in heart by it, that 
they bowed down in godly sorrow for their sins at the foot of the 
Cross. 

And ever since those days has this great preacher been engaged 
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in the same work. Direct, clear, discriminating, bold—who has 
preached to the purpose if-he has not done it? There has not been 
the human being, effectually roused to a sense of his guilt and 
danger, and te moved by the momentous interests of re- 
ligion, but this preacher has been uttering his voice in the hidden 
chambers of his soul. 

And has there ever passed into the realms of glory one who has 
not been indebted to this preacher's voice for that alarm which 
broke the slumber of guilt, and urged the soul to fly, with all 
haste, into the arms of Redeeming Love? Where would the re- 
deemed have been had they never heard or heeded his voice ? 


VIII. Can any man deny that this is a benevolent preacher? 

Searching, awakening, and alarming as he is, and when in full 
utterance producing unspeakable anguish; yet he alarms only that 
men may flee from threatening danger. He inflicts present an- 

uish that men may be aroused to flee from that that never dies. 

Did not God ordain this preacher, and give him a pulpit with 
reference to man’s highest good? And has there ever been the 
human being that has hearkened to and obeyed this preacher that 
has failed to call him a benefactor? Can any lost sinner in perdi- 
tion deny that, had he honestly and heartily obeyed these admo- 
nitions he could have escaped the second death ? 

He alarms and gives anguish only because he must, that a more 
terrible evil, which his warnings foreshadow, may be escaped. And 
he ceases to alarm and distress as soon ashe can. The moment 
the sinner escapes the danger, by repentance and faith in the blood 
of the Lamb, then his voice becomes sweeter than any melody a 
created voice can pour into his ears. 


IX. He will never stop preaching. 

For one reason or another, it may be said of this and that Gos- 
pel minister: ‘“ He has preached his last sermon.” His own fault 
may make it best he should never preach again, or growing in- 
firmities, or that inexorable silencer Death may interfere. 

None of these agencies interrupt our preacher. We can not 
say when he began; but we say, he will have nolas¢tsermon. All 
who have heard him this side the grave, will as certainly hear him 
beyond it. For, on the one hand, he will certainly preach in Hea- 
ven. As the ransomed of the Lord return and come to Zion, and 
are presented faultless before God, who doubts that this preacher 
will be there, in the full power of his benevolent office! 

When dwellers on earth, in their folly and sin, and this 
preacher’s voice was first heard, they hated both messenger and 
message, and escaped when they could. But when they were 
cleansed by atoning blood, and renewed by the Holy Ghost, then 
they loved the preacher they had hated. Sweeter than all other 
music was his voice on earth. 
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But what rapture in it now that they are sinless in glory! Con- 
science preaching to a perfectly holy soul in heaven! There can 
be no sweeter music there, save the voice of the Lamb! 

But he will preach elsewhere than in heaven. With what tey- 
rible earnestness he had rebuked men’s guilt while they were on 
earth, and how faithfully he made the beacon-fires of alarm blaze 
all along the ee of life! He pierced the soul with transient 
anguish that it might be saved from the worm that never dies. 
But men slighted the warning, and resisted and ill-treated the 
preacher. 

But preacher and hearers have met again. He will preach, and 
they must hear. In the fullness of his power will he preach. In 
anguish beyond conception will they hear. And he will not stop. 
He will never stop ! 


In review, it may be said: 

1. That all other preaching can be offective only as it har- 
monizes with that of this preacher. Other preachers must preach 
like him. They must utter the same great truths; they must 
utter them clearly and boldly, and with awakening power, or they 
can not have the concurrence of this great preacher, and without 
it they can never save a soul. If they do not preach so as to have 
Conscience to act with them, they will disturb no man’s sinful 

eace, convict no man of his guilt, and send no man with a broken 
eart to the cross for salvation. 

And it augments the responsibility of ministers of the Gospel 
that they, by their foithfulness, are the chief agents by whom this 
great preacher is furnished witn his materials for awakening men 
to a sense of guilt and danger. Just in proportion as they clearly 
and forcibly describe the nature and perils of sin, the holy charac- 
ter and claims of God, the infinite excellence of Christ, and the 
momentous realities of Eternity, in proportionable power does 
this preacher lift up his voice. 

What an intensely interesting and responsible relation does 
the Gospel preacher bear to the one now described! His fidelity 
turns to highest account in furnishing Conscience with that fearful 
and salutary power which it exerts over the soul and its endless 
destinies. Can any minister of the Gospel fail, without guilt, to 
feel the force of such a motive to his own fidelity? 

2. No question can be more important than, Whether the ever- 
ating ministrations of this preacher shall be to us a blessing or a 
curse 


We shall furnish him with his topics. No man can escape this 
responsibility. Those texts on which he will preach will be taken 
out of the book that embraces the history of the heart and life. 
What but their own guilt gave this preacher such power, when our 
first parents heard him, and went weeping out of Paradise! What 
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made a groundless fancy of Herod so full of terror, but his con- 
scious wickedness! And what, but his own awful guilt, gave 
Conscience such power over Judas, the betrayer of his Lord! 

. It is sin that arms him with such terrible eloquence. Were 
there no sin, he would have no power of harm. He drops all his 
power to make men miserable the moment they cease to sin. His 
voice is in an instant changed. And as the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanses us from al] sin, so the moment one believes in Jesus, loy- 
ing and trusting in him, that moment he finds this preacher minis- 
tering joy unspeakable and full of glory. ‘“ Being justified by 
faith, we en place with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
Now let him preach—what gladness in his words! What hea- 
venly music in his voice! With what rapture he can fill the soul! 
The words of burning rebuke and terror are changed to words like 
the sweetest utterances of heaven. 

And now, my hearers, your path of duty and safety needs not 
another ray of light to make it plainer. The preacher CONSCIENCE 
holds a relation to your souls of infinite moment! ForrvVER will 
he preach. FOREVER will you hear! Indulged iniquity will give 
him power to make you miserable without end. A life of faith 
and holiness will make his ministrations a fountain of eternal joy! 





SERMON XVIII. 


BY REV. AARON L. CHAPIN, D.D., 


PRESIDENT OF BELOIT COLLEGE, WISCONSIN. 


QUALITY NOT QUANTITY THE STANDARD ESTIMATE OF MORALITY. 


“He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is 
unjust in the least is unjust also in much.”—-LUKE 16: 10. 


Our Saviour’s instructions are interspersed with many short and 
pithy proverbs, They are employed especially to set forth that 
igh standard of morality which is the strength and glory of the 
Gospel. In few words, easily remembered, nay, which can not 
easily be forgotten, they propound principles of truth and right, 
sweeping in extent and searching in severity of application. They 
admit of no compromise. They touch the little actions and mo- 
tives of every day life, and run up through the whole range of a 
man’s relations and obligations. They have a peculiar signifi- 
cance as they are wrought into the very web of this Gospel of 
the grace of God. Its main drift is to show how God is forbear- 
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ing with the unfaithful and unjust, and ready to forgive their trans- 

ions. But these great moral principles, every where interwo- 
ven, present the essential counterpart, and show that God’s forbear- 
ance with the sinner implies no complacency in sin, and his forgive- 
ness no indulgence to the least wrong-doing. So the Gospel be- 
comes an exhibition of both “the goodness and severity of God.” 

The text is such a proverb. “ He that is faithful in that which 
is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least 
it unjust also in much.” It is a simple statement. Once heard, it 
is easily remembered. Any child can comprehend it. Yet it em- 
bodies a principle fundamental to the whole philosophy and prac- 
tice of Christian morality—a principle fully recognized in the ad- 
ministration of God’s government, and in the dispensation of his 
grace. It is, that quality, not quantity, must determine the true 
moral estimate of actions; that is, fidelity in little things has all the 
merit of fidelity in greater matters, and unfaithfulness or injustice 
in the least, incurs all the guilt of unfaithfulness in the greatest 
concerns. 

On the first announcement of this principle, it strikes us at 
once that it is not the rule of judgment most commonly received 
among men. In the current intercourse and practice of this world, 
actions are approved or condemned, not according to their intrin- 
sic quality, but according to the degree of benefit or mischief the 
produce. The parent smiles on the little naughtinesses of his child, 
till in his perversity he breaks the looking-glass—then comes the 
storm of indignation. The public sentiment of a college commu- 
nity, or a Young Men’s Club, tolerates, almost approves the white 
lie which hides a delinquency or covers a fault, but opens the full 
battery of its condemnation on the honest truth-telling which pos- 
sibly exposes a wrong. And some brilliant performance which 
tickles the fancy on an occasion is loudly applauded, while the 
week-in and week-out diligence which fulfills every duty, and is 
the accumulating of power for future deeds of real greatness, is 
ridiculed. So, likewise, in all the commercial marts of this busy 
world, only open outrageous crime is denounced, while a wonder- 
ful allowance is given to the little misrepresentations and the 
manifold small trickery which achieves a great robbery by filching 
from thousands in a very small way. Circumstances which have 
nothing at all to do with the intrinsic morality of an action are 
allowed great weight in men’s judgment of the action. Perju 
is an awful crime, but the man who swears a false oath at the Cus- 
tom-House to save duties, hardly loses any thing of his respecta- 
bility, because forsooth he only cheats the government. It is a 
very wicked thing to raise money under false pretenses, but to 

alm off cotton for silk, or to get the benefit of some body’s estab- 
ished reputation, and enhance the price of an article by the use 
of a forged stamp, or a false label, is hardly esteemed a fraud. 
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Even great and manifest wickedness appears insignificant if it can 
only be gilded over by a great success. And often, under the dis. 
grace of failure, even the noblest virtue is branded as crime. The 
successful career of Napoleon the Third extenuates to most minds 
the open falsehood and treachery of his usurpation; while. the 
continued exile and poverty of Kossuth cause his noble patriotism 
to be regarded as a mistake, a fault. In the same way, men asso- 
ciated in corporations commit outrageous wrong without compune- 
tion, just because great numbers are acting together in some great 
enterprise. Yes, and men professing godliness are found read 
with the Bible to defend robbery and oppression, when they are 
looked at as the organic sins of a great nation. 

Such are the passing judgments of this world. Knowing them 
to be such, how prone we all are to sophisticate ourselves in mat- 
ters of right and wrong by regard to this current standard of mor- 
ality! But against this false standard, against the loose and popu- 
lar estimate, against the easy allowance of society to little en- 
croachments on the domain of right, and against the special 
pleading and subtle parleying by which individual consciences are 
perverted, the maxim of our great Teacher stands. However un- 
felt. and forgotten now, it will one day be universally acknow- 
ledged. At the great tribunal before which we must all be 
brought at last, it will be adopted as the rule of judgment, and 
according to it, without respect to either the gloss or comment of 
an evil world, the verdicts which shall seal our eternal destinies 
will be pronounced. Surely then, it is the course of wisdom to 
study and adopt the maxim now. I have glanced briefly at some 
of the contrary judgments of the world, not to make the things 
hinted at the special objects to which the maxim is to be now ap- 

lied, but to show how general and varied is its application, how 
it touches ‘at one point or another just the particular sophistry 
which each one of us is practicing on himself, to obtain allowance 
for at least one small delinquency, one little injustice. 

Let us try now to get a clear and full perception of the princi- 
ple before us. To the mind of God, right is an absolute thing, a 
fixed reality. It is not, in his view, one thing to one class of 
moral beings, and another thing to another class. It changes not 
with the successive cycles and periods of time. It does not grow 
less or grow more, Bat from eternity to eternity it is one and the 
same perfect whole. So, too, the boundary between right and 
wrong is a well-defined line, “ rectus” made straight and fixed once 
and forever. It is adjusted with reference not to outward appear- 
ances and relations, but to the intrinsic essential quality of actions. 
It separates elements which are, in their nature, opposite. Every 
thing on one side is true and good, and every thing on the other 
is false and bad. There are no cross-lines by which the elements 
on either side can be transferred. The right can not be made 
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wrong, nor the wrong right. There.are no affinities which will 
make a harmonious compound by their intermixture. Such we 
must believe is God’s idea of right, based upon the essential 
quality of such things as can have a moral character, without re- 
spect to quantity. ‘The actors may be great or little beings. The 
actions may be in their apparent relations trifling or important. 
But, when resolved into their ultimate elements, and tried by the 
unerring tests of God’s holiness and omniscience, there is brought 
out the absolute right or wrong to which the more or less of arith- 
metical computation can not be applied. 

In this respect, every moral being is formed in the image of 
God, with capacity to define to himself an absolute right—obliged 
by the constitution of his nature to run a fixed boundary between 
right and wrong. Though in a finite mind, this idea must be 
limited, because such a mind can not comprehend all things, and 
though through the imperfection of the test in a soul whose moral 
sense is vitiated by sin, the distinctions may be but partially and 
sometimes erroneously perceived, yet every such mind has its idea 
of right, full and perfect according to itscapacity. And its boun- 
dary between right and wrong is a separating line for elements 
which are opposite—which will not interchange, nor be com- 
pounded. Every man of us is such.a being and under this consti- 
tution, each of us is responsible for the steady developing of his 
idea of right more and more towards the whole and perfect idea 
of God, and for the wise use of all the light and grace which God 
gives to make his discernment more anc more correct to distin- 
guish things which differ. 

Now, our text recognizes this fixed boundary line as a thing 
apprehended by us all; and its first and great thought is, that the 
least act of injustice, the least violation of duty, is just as effect- 
ual a breaking over the boundary asagreater act. The man who 
has falsified his word, or broken his engagement, no matter how 
small the occasion—the man who has purloined only a penny, or 
by indolence robbed his employer of only an hour, or by unfaith- 
fulness involved another in never so small a loss—he has allowed 
himself in wrong—has crossed the barrier—is on the forbidden 
ground, with all the guilt therein involved. His transgression 
was complete when he made the passage. That word “ transgres- 
sion,” in its etymology, embodies the whole principle. It is nei- 
ther more nor less than just “goingover.” Once across, the trans- 
gressor may go further or he may not. If he does not, it will not 
be because the sense of right restrains him, for he has already 
broken its bands asunder. The action may have been so con- 
cealed from the eye of man, or so adjusted to the current sen- 
timent of this world, that his reputation will not suffer much; but 
his character suffered all when he surrendered the principle of 
truth and right. There are other barriers set up by public opin- 
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ion and the enactments of civil government to secure the exter. 
nal order of society. These may keep him from more heinous 
wickedness. He may be a better citizen if through fear of the 
penalty of a greater unfaithfulness or fraud he keeps himself just 
there, close by the boundary, doing injustice on a very small scale; 
but his little peccadilloes have fixed on his soul, none the less, the 
stigma and the guilt of injustice. In the judgment of the Holy 
One he stands condemned. The verdict is, unjust, without respect 
to the little or the much of mischief done, in little or in much, 
chargeable with the same quality which is not a thing of measure, 
unjust. His own conscience, if he will but listen for the still small 
voice, will even now respond the unmitigated verdict, in full har- 
mony with the judgment of God, unjust. Such is the uncompro- 
mising utterance of Him who judges righteous judgment, and who 
is to be our final Judge, when he said: “ He that is unjust in the 
least is unjust also in much.” 

There is yet another phase of this maxim. It may be regarded 
as a simple statement of fact, the result of a wise observation of 
men and things as they appear in this life. When once that bar- 
rier, which every man’s sense of right sets up, has been over- 
leaped, by no matter how little acts of transgression, the way -is 
opened to a course of wrong. And that course will be followed 
just as opportunity invites, and just as circumstances make 
it safe and practicable. The proclivities in the wrong direction 
grow stronger and stronger. The power of temptation becomes 
greater, and the law of habit works as a subtle, steadily-accumu- 
lating power, to carry the transgressor on from petty acts to 
greater atrocities. The chances are many and strong that other 
more manifest barriers, such as the shame of exposure and the fear 
of punishment, will also be overborne. Certain it is, that if he can 
only be secure against detection and its consequences, he who is 
habitually unfaithful in little trusts will be found, when the oppor- 
tunity comes, unjust also in much. On the other hand, the habit 
of scrupulous fidelity grows stronger as one holds himself more 
and more closely to the practice of faithfulness in all minute 
affairs. The petty purloining of the unfaithful clerk held in itself 
as in the bud, close wrapt in the secresy of the young man’s own 
thought, the germ of all fraud. As time passed on, the bud blos- 
somed in the open development of an unprincipled character, 
known as such, yet the man was cunning and successful, and so 
able to throw around him an air of respectability by the fair show 
of style and smartness. But the mature fruit came at last in the 
exposed forgery, the grand robbery counted by thousands, which 
sends the transgressor from his den of iniquity in Wall Street to 
a felon’s cell, The first act and the last were the same in essential 

uality. The first broke the man’s character in the sight of God. 
he last only consummated the work before men, anticipating 
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that final exposure which was sure to come one day. A fellow- 
glerk, under the same early temptation, was faithful to make due 
return of the few pence which nobody would miss. His thought 
was: ‘“ How can Pao this thing, and sin against God?” That 
thought has ruled his conduct. His life has been one of accumu- 
lating trust and increasing fidelity. He wears now the brightest 
crown of honor which man can give, the unqualified confidence of 
all who know him. A few years more, and the word will come to 
discharge him of present responsibilities, by committing to him 
higher and holier trusts: ‘“ Well done, good and faithful servant. 
Thou hast been faithful in a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things. Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

As the clear unqualified utterance of our divine Saviour, the 
maxim has all needful authority to bind us to conformity with its 
principle. But in confirmation of it, 1 may appeal first to your 
own conscious experience under a troubled conscience. That self- 
condemnation which attended the little act of wickedness, known 
only to yourself, is a true witness, You may have slighted and 
abused that fearful monitor, and so have got bravely over that 
trouble on account of little sins, but you have not changed the 
character of her monitions; you have not forgotten that experi- 
ence of your simple childhood. That voice remembered in the 
past, though silenced now, will make itself heard again in the fu- 
ture. It vindicates and will ever vindicate the principle we have 
considered against all the sophistries and easy indulgence of an 
immoral world. I may appeal too to that secret unspoken judgment 
which we unconsciously form of one another. Away beneath the 
gentle words and bland compliments and outside show of respect 
and confidence which are the small change made to pass current in 
the daily personal intercourse of life, counterfeit though it often is, 
there is a true and honest judgment which approximates a just es- 
timate of character. There the man of exact and scrupulous 
fidelity is honored and admired, though he may enjoy but little of 
public estimation. There, too, the little knavery which breaks 
not the fair reputation and standing of him who practices it, be- 
comes a true sign, and we know in spite of all fair pretenses to the 
contrary, that the character is rotten at the core. And yet again, 
I may appeal to that after-verdict, that sober second thought of 
mankind, which finds its expression in the treasured history of 
the world. Then, after the laurels are faded and the gilding is 
worn off and the mere glory of present success has passed away, 
and out of the wrecks and rubbish of unsuccessful efforts the monu- 
ments of réal greatness and virtue are dug up; then, the judgment 
of men sets actions in their true light. Then, no splendor of impe- 
rial power can hide the treachery and falsehood which marked the 
passage to its seat; then, patriotism passes for its real worth, all 
the more esteemed if it at cost its possessor honor, property, 
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and life. Then, the comparatively little immoralities of the * 
world’s conquerors and geniuses stand out an absolute stain 
on their character which can not be obliterated. Then, the 
fraud and injustice committed by men acting in association are 
stripped of the gloss which once covered them, and the crimes of 
kingdoms, states, and republics are judged according to their real 
merits. So doth the judgment of God find a responsive echo jn 
the breasts of men formed in his image when the bustle and con- 
fusion of passing events are stilled so that the voice can be 
heard. So doth man’s conscience with varied forms of expression 
subscribe to the maxim of our Saviour as true and right. 

The maxim has a varied and extensive application to men of 
all ages, classes, and conditions. But let me suggest a few points 
in respect of which the maxim we have considered bears upon the 
practical improvement of young men. I press the principle, my 
young friends, on your thoughtful consideration. First, in respect 
of your present duties, whatever they may be, as sons, brothers, 
comrades, friends, lovers betrothed, husbands wedded and perhaps 
fathers, you stand in personal relations which impose peculiar 
trusts and bind you by peculiar obligations of duty. As students, or 
apprentices, or clerks, or it may be with the more pressing responsi- 
bility of acting for yourselves in an independent capacity, you stand 
also in business relations charged with ever-recurring duties, 
Your daily life now is made up by the revolving succession in de- 
tail of these duties, domestic and secular. As you look down the 
vista of life now opening before you, and busy your imagination 
with greater things to come, as you hope, these every day matters 
with which you are now concerned seem trifling and insignificant, 
perhaps even irksome and contemptible. Just here, the maxim 
comes in. It bids you swell your ambition in the line of true ex- 
cellence and attainment as high as you will, but remember that your 
every action through all this detail has a character, and may have the 
highest dignity. ic comes out in your performance with a quality, 
right or wrong. The lesson of the day, the petty errand, or any of 
this troublesome drudgery ; the kind look, the soft word, the act 
of friendship or affection well and faithfully done, is a right thing. 
Its rightness is just as great and just as good as the rightness 
which proceeds from your master’s grandest transactions that are 
honest, or from the faithful discharge of the highest official trust 
committed to the President of these United States. Believe this, 
and let the thought give cheerfulness and dignity to your unvary- 
ing round of duty. Yes, and make these every day little duties 
matters of conscience; act in them as in the sight of God, whose 
eye notes even the least faithfulness and the least unfaithfulness. 

I press the maxim on your attention secondly, in respect of this 
as the forming period of life. That future on which you love so 
much to dwell, is receiving its cast from your present action. Let 
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fancy paint it as it may, your matter-of-fact actions are giving it its 
real hue. The fancy and the reality may be op the one to 
the other. While you dream of a future all brightness and glory, 
our course of life may be determining a real future of blackness 
and shame. The allowed act of unfaithfulness is tending to fix a 
habit of unfaithfulness. Conscience violated in little things is los- 
ing its sensibility and becoming hardened. The quality of a whole 
life is thus in most cases determined before the young man passes 
the age of twenty-five. And mark my words, it is the little 
things of these swiftly-rolling years which have the determining 
wer. Just here, let me notice a false sentiment which is very 
apt to be taken up and cherished among young men. It is, that a 
really great mind is somehow above being scrupulous about the 
small details of life, nay, is forced almost of necessity to override 
and break down the barriers of an over-nice conscience. And so 
the young man in order to put himself on the course of true 
greatness, begins by putting away a good conscience and giving 
the rein to his bad impulses. The sentiment has found expression 
in the biography written of one whose name will stand high on 
the scroll of fame for the achievements of a lofty intellect, but whose 
lory is dimmed by the black spots of allowed immoralities. 
here is an apparent though perhaps undesigned justification of the 
wrong by such sounding talk as this:* ‘ Genius has an orhit of its 
own. Sometimes it disregards domestic duties and minor morals 
in obeying the law of its own movement. Genius is good and 
great, and seeks to make life harmonious. But the slenderest ac- 
quaintance with biography tells us that Genius is not always found 
respecting minor morals.” In too many instances we must admit 
the truth of the statement as a fact, but in the name of all that is 
good and true, and especially on the strength of the maxim we 
have been considering, we protest against the sentiment as a 
vindication of the fact, we pronounce it a sophism worthy only of 
the arch-deceiver from whom it came. Genius is the great and 
good gift of God. It comes from the same glorious source from 
which emanate all truth and right. It is simple blasphemy to af- 
firm that genius is fitly governed by any law that contravenes the 
one unfailing and unchanging law of God. Great talents only 
charge men with great responsibilities, binding them who are so 
endowed to the highest style of morality in all things. Suffer not 
your minds, I pray you, my young friends, to be led astray by any 
such false sentiment. If you feel within you any aspirations after 
real greatness, cherish them. But remember that real greatness _ 
begins in goodness and grows in goodness; and when your aspira- 
tions tempt you to turn aside from the simple path of rectitude, 


* Lewes’ Life of Goethe, vol. i. p. 148.—In its connection it is not meant exactly as 
& justification, but by many it will be so received. 
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distrust them. They are misled by phantoms. Your thought is 
pear on the false show, not the real substance of man’s highest 
ory. 

r ‘Kanit, thirdly. Let the maxim be taken home to repress that 
restless discontent which is so apt to make young men impatient 
of control and fretful at their present circumstances. Here is the 
precious verdict of heaven. It pronounces God’s highest approval 
on the simple act of fidelity in whatever sphere performed. Then 
take it home to the soul, and enjoy the sweet peace it is adapted to 
impart. However humble the line of duty prescribed for you, be 
assured the merit of fidelity in that duty is in God’s estimation as 
great as though you were staggering under the responsibilities of 
the loftiest station in the land. With a mind composed by such 
thoughts, look out again and see just what it is that moves your 
impatience and envious discontent. If faithful in your humble 
sphere, you hold the highest honor. What is all the rest but the 
fleeting, uncertain, adventitious glory which the false judgment of 
the world gathers around mere place and station and show, without 
respect to real character? In sweet contentment, then, spend 
your anxieties and energies on a faithful performance, which 
though it seem least, is first and all to you. So in due time, ap- 
proved here, the message may reach your ear, “‘ Come up higher ;” 
and step by step, with character unsullied, you may rise along the 
gradations of true honor, till you reach the heavenly crown. 

But there is yet another improvement of the maxim which I must 
commend to all, young and old alike. The principle, in its length 
and breadth, taken home with honest heart-searching, must con; 
demn us all. Who can stand before that perfect mirror? It 
brings out in light every unfaithfulness, all our little sins com- 
mitted on the slightest occasion and soon buried in forgetfulness. 
“He that is unjust in that which is least is unjust also in much.” 
What a magnifying power is in the declaration! What unspeak- 
able importance and weight does it give to things of which we are 
wont to think so lightly! How will our souls endure the test, 
when with such a standard judgment shall be brought to the line 
and righteousness to the plummet? What sifting sweeping work 
does the principle make with all the boasted morality on which so 
many pride themselves and rely for salvation! Oh! take this 
view of the matter! Let this sacred maxim lead you to Christ for 
forgiveness and eternal salvation, as well as for the wisdom which 
is profitable unto the life which nowis. Yes, to Christ who stands 
_ ready to receive you and give you the full benefit of his perfect 
righteousness and atoning blood. He was without spot and 
blameless, the only victim that could be made a sacrifice of atone- 
ment. He freely gave himself up for you all, that he might take 
away your sins. His maxim shows you that you can not over-es- 
timate your guilt, and the stern necessity which makes his redeem- 
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ing work necessary for you. His death, and the sweet message 
that comes with it, “‘ Christ died for us while we were yet sinners,” 
shows that his free love has fully met the necessity. Then, as.the 
great lesson of our theme to-night, let the great principle we have 
considered bring you each in broken-hearted penitence to the 
cross of Christ for mercy and forgiveness. Then take the lesson 
again from that cross as a Christian rule of morality to form and 

ide all your future life, after the perfect pattern of him who died 
for you, and has wisely blended both love and duty in his precious 
Gospel. 


. 





SERMON XIX. 


BY REV. J. M. SHERWOOD, 


BLOOMFIELD, NEW-JERSEY. 


CHRIST A REFUGE. 


* AND a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tem- 
pest.” —IsataH 32: 2, 


Tue “man” here referred to is the Divine Redeemer. The 
Spirit of inspiration seems never weary in the work of presenting 
CuristT to sinners. He is the one Theme of the Bible, the Hope 
of the Patriarchs, the Burden of the Prophets, the Inspiration of 
the Evangelists, the Substance of the Epistles, the Glory of the 
Apocalyptic visions. Human language is taxed to its utmost ca- 
pacity, and imagery is exhausted, in the attempt to set Jesus Christ 
ry the comprehension and adoring view of a Saviour-needy 
world. 

Christ a H1pING-PLACE, or REFUG#, is the particular aspect in 
which we are invited to view him to-day. “ Hiding-place” and 
“covert” express, substantially, the same idea. They mean shel- 
ter, defense, safety, and deliverance, both from actual and impend- 
ing evil. Jesus Christ, in this broad and comprehensive sense, is 
the Reruce of his people. He shelters them in the day of Divine 
wrath, defends them when assailed by temptation, succors them 
amidst perils and trials, and finally delivers them out of all their 
troubles and sorrows. Fleeing to this “‘ Hiding-place,” they find 
protection, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. The 
“ wind,” however bleak, shall not blight them in that Divine re- 
treat; the “tempest,” be it never so fierce, shall not harm them 
while the wings of Almighty Love are their “ covert.” 

1. Christ is a Refuge in the day of earthly DISAPPOINTMENT. Hu- 
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man life, in this world of sin and blight, is little better than a:se- 
ries of disappointments. Few indeed of all our anticipations of 
good here are ever realized. Many of our fondest and most sa- 
credly-cherished hopes are blighted. Bright and serene as our 
morning sky may be, clouds soon overspread it; and before the 
evening of life has come tempest after tempest has swept over us 
and darkness and sorrow gathered in our path. Smiling and 
hopeful as life usually appears in prospect, in actual experience it is 
found to be a life of sighs and adversities; the curse of sin is upon 
it. We hope for great things ; we plan large, and toil hard; but 
when we come at last to die, how void and how vain does life ap- 
pear! What have we accomplished? What have we to show for 
all that we have done and endured? How much of real good 
have we received from the world ?—The sad truth is, this world 
deceives men; it is not what it seems to be; it does not satisfy the 
desires and hopes which it awakens. The god of this world is the 
master-spirit of lying and deception ; and he so arranges and man- 
ages the shifting scenes of mortal life as to keep up the deception 
until the last—it is only when the curtain finally falls, and we are 
left alone with retrospection and stern experience, that we see, 


“ What shadows we are, what shadows we pursue,” 


in this world of intense ambitions and activities. 
So it is with the man of business. His hope, his aim in life, is 


wealth. The desire of his heart, and the purpose of his soul, are 

wrapt up in this one idea. And he engages in the race with con- 

fident hopes, and it may be with flattering prospects. His plans 

are laid in wisdom, and executed with abi ity. e brings to his 
, all t 


work all the resources of an interested min he energies of a 
devoted heart, an untiring zeal, and indomitable resolution. At 
times his fond hopes seems about to be realized ; the goal that he 
has striven so long and so hard to reach, looms up to his sight; 
another struggle and he bears away the prize. And yet, after all, 
he never reaches the goal; all his hopes are doomed to disappoint- 
ment. Untoward events arise—his wisest plans miscarry—efforts 
fail—expectations are cut off—life’s energies are spent on a ruined 
enterprise—his heart is made sick by hope deferred—his dream of 
happiness, too fondly cherished, at length vanishes—and all that 
he has lived for is wrecked and gone! The history of this class 
of men, as facts abundantly attest, is little more than a history of 
splendid scheming and hoping, ending in failure and disap- 
pointment, 

The same is true of that class of men who aspire to earthly 
honor, fame, or power. They scheme, and toil, and tax every en- 
ergy, and throw up every other interest to secure their favorite 
end; but the most of them reap in return only vexation, disquiet- 
ude, and disappointment. The lofty hights of their ambition are 
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never trodden by them. Life is thrown away on a forlorn hope, or 
a delusive expectation, Others win the coveted honor; others 
rise to the place of power; and they are crowded aside; and the 
soul at last dispirited gives up the fruitless race and dies. 

Another class still devote life to study. Theirsis a nobler ambi- 
tion. Literary merit learning, or professional distinction, is, the 
reward they long after. They nourish genius, discipline their 
minds, and devote their best years to the acquisition of knowledge, 
never doubting that success will follow. They toil atthe midnight 
lamp, and drive on the mental machinery till paleness and tremb- 
ling come over them. But ask of history, ask of all experience, 
the result. Alas! it is, for the most part, a mournful record. of 
hopes deferred, claims denied, merit unappreciated, or at least un- 
rewarded ; wasting and fruitless toils, cruel mockings of expecta- 
tion, tears of heartfelt agony shed in cheerless solitude, till all the 
sweet of life is turned to “ gall and wormwood,” and all the fresh 
affections, and true aspirations, and manly energies of the soul are 
crushed or wasted. Where one aspirant on this crowded field 
really succeeds and is happy, a hundred fail in the effort; and 
life with them is one continued struggle with adversity and disa 

ointment; and not unfrequently do they sigh for the rest ando 
ae of the grave. 

Consult the experience of the pleasure-seeking multitude, and 
they will be found to be no exception to the rule. Their world is 
the world of gayety, fashion, display, amusement, and sensual 
gratification. There are fascinations here, especially for the young ; 
gilded drapery, the smiles of friendship, the tinsel and the music of 
life, scenes of dazzling splendor, hearts fluttering with excitement, 
. eyes flashing with passion, and cheeks crimsoned with the flush of 

ride. And is this Pleasure? Is this the world of happiness? 
it here that the heart of man finds that solace, support, and en- 
joyment which it so intensely craves? Alas for earthly hopes! 
Over the entrance-gate of that world is written: ‘‘ Vanity, Disap- 
pointment, Death.” And the eager and thoughtless crowds that 
are continually pressing through that gateway, are but hastenin 
to these dreadful experiences. Soon, if you follow them, you will 
hear from them the sighs of a great disappointment; the tears of 
vexation are wept by them; the pain of wounded pride, the breath 
of scandal, the brow of care, the fevered pulse, the aching heart, 
and the sting of remorse, are all there! 

It is a fact attested by all experience and observation, that the 
great mass of mankind are really and bitterly disappointed in their 
expectations from this world. Scarcely one in a hundred succeeds 
according to his hopes. Very many are doomed to an early and 
total failure. Adversity and disappointment meet them at the 
threshold of life, aid they never retrieve their loss. 

And the few who do meet with success in the world, and are for 
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awhile borne along on the topmost wave of prosperity, are often 
in the end terribly disappointed. How many fortunes are made 
only to be lost again! thew many honors are won which instant- 
ly fade or are rudely plucked from the brow! How many objects 
of long-cherished affection or ambition are blasted in the first hour 
of enjoyment! And to lose earthly blessings when once we have 
earned and enjoyed them; to have our house tumble down upon 
us after all our pains to build it; or to learn from actual trial that 
ungodly prosperity is a curse and not a blessing—this is among 
the most trying of earthly experiences. 

Ye children of ae there is a Refuge for you! The 
compassionate One, who has himself felt the ills of life, spreads 
out the wings of his protection, and bids you flee to the friendly 
“covert.” It isa day of wind and tempest with you; but there 
is a “hiding-place” where the fury of life’s storms never comes, 
and where the soul ceases to strive with darkness and disappoint- 
ment. Your earthly hopes are wrecked, and you have nothin 
more or better to expect from this sin-cursed world. But oh! the 
God of mercy offers you eternal life in the Gospel. You are faint 
and weary, and ready to die; but there is a great salvation pro- 
vided for you. You are miserable, and a blight is upon you; but 

ou may yet be happy, and find rest and peace for your soul. 

our life has — thus far a folly ora lost adventure ; but that 
life may yet know the joys of immortality. ‘The man” Christ 
Jesus proffers to you this day his friendship, and all the blessings 
and privileges which his blood has bought. He will not leave the 
soul to want, or perish, or sink in deep water, that casts itself upon 
him. Forsaken, disheartened, and disappointed in all your earth- 
ly plans and hopes, Jesus Christ will take you to his heart, repair 
all your losses, fill your soul with peace, and make you a king and 
a priest in the kingdom of his Father. 

How many have learned in the day of disappointment the in- 
comparable preciousness of Christ, and, ceasing to sigh after the 
world, have said as they embraced the cross : 


4‘ Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy m fly, 
While the billows near me roll, 
While the tempest still is high, 
Hide me, O my Saviour ! hide, 
Till the storm of life is past. 


Other refuge have I none, 

Hangs my helpless soul on thee ; 
Leave, ah! leave me not alone, 

Still support and comfort me ; 
All my trust on thee is staid, 

All my help from thee I bring; 
Cover my defenseless head 

With the shadow of thy wing.” 
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Il. Christ is a Refuge in times of AFFLICTION. This is a world of 
sorrow and suffering. What ills and woes are we called to endure! 
How often are we made to drink the cup of bitter anguish! What 
tender ties are sundered! What pangs of bereavement are felt! 
How the sensibilities of our nature are shocked and tortured! How 
many days and nights are spent in pain! Who indeed is a stranger 
to the couch of suffering? Who has not lost dear friends? 

Whose heart has not often bled with inward sorrow, and sighed 
over the wreck of its losses? Let wasting disease lay its hand © 
upon you; let riches make to themselves wings and fly away ; or 
let death enter your family circle, and snatch away the desire of 
your eyes, and where will your smitten heart find consolation? 
This world has suddenly lost all its charms. Its glitter and fasci- 
nation are gone, its voice is hushed, its wonted business and pleas- 
ure are a weariness, and you turn from it in disgust and anguish 
to seek relief elsewhere, or to weep life away in sadness and dark- 
ness. 

Now Jesus Christ is available in just such an hour. When the 
heart is heavy with sorrow, and the soul is made to lick the dust 
in the extremity of its humiliation and weakness, and the world 
turns its back upon us, pitiless and helpless, there is a Friend who 
sticketh closer than a brother—one born for adversity. Jesus, full 
of compassion and sympathy, proffers the “ covert” of his wings. 
Spreading them out over us, he bids us take shelter from the 
storm. Amidst the darkness and fury of the tempest, we hear 
his commanding voice, saying: Call upon me in the day of trouble ;" 
and I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. Christ is an am- 
ple shield, and a blessed deliverer in the day of affliction. He has 
consolations sufficient to meet the extremest case. There is no 
human experience so dark that he can not cause the light to shine 
upon it; no bereavement so sore that he can not soothe and heal 
under it; no burden so heavy that he can not give strength to 
bear it; no loss so great that he can not make it good. He sen 
from above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters. O precious 
experience! Courage, afflicted one! 

We may not explain the philosophy of the thing, or be able. to 
demonstrate it—but it is so, and that is enough; the soul that 
looks to Christ in affliction is wonderfully sustained; nay, is even 
made to rejoice in tribulation. The fires do not burn him, the 
floods do not overflow him, the winds do not uproot him, the tem- 
pest does not destroy his peace and serenity. Look at pone poor 
widow. She has been left in the providence of God to struggle 


alone with her early sorrows, and with bitter disappointments— 
with poverty, and grief, and solitariness, Still she is contented 
and cheerful, and ‘‘the goodness of God” is her song in the house 
of her pilgrimage. Many a storm has swept athwart her sky, but 
yet the sunshine of heaven rests on her heart. Her stores are 
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scanty, but yet she has not wanted. She has learned to pray that 
prayer of child-like trust, Give us this day our daily bread, and He 
who feeds the birds of the air and the beasts of the field, day by 
day, has renewed her supply. She lives by faith. In her ex- 
tremity she goes to God. And around her humble hearth there 
are celestial ministries. The angels, as they fly on their errands 
of love, passing by the palaces of kings, the mansions of the noble, ° 
and the dwellings of wealth and plenty, stay their wing over that 
lowly cottage, and drop upon it the blessings of a contented mind, 
a trusting heart, and a hope full of consolation and glory. 

_O ye children of affliction! Flee “to the man” Christ Jesus, 
He is a “hiding-place” in the day of storm and darkness. He 
can so ease your heaviest burdens of trouble that you shall scarce- 
ly feel them. He can so sweeten your afflictions that you shall 
bless God for them. He can so enrich your soul by the fiery dis- 
cipline, and so endear his grace to you as to constrain you to cry 
out: It is good for me that I have been afflicted. 


IIL. Christ is a Refuge in the day of TRIAL. Many whose afflic- 
tions are light are called to experience severe trials. It pleases 
the Lord to make full proof of his people. He puts their love, 
fidelity, and integrity to the test. And oh! how often is our weak- 
ness discovered, and our sin brought to light, and the depravity of 
our hearts laid bare, inthis way! It wasthrough many and terri- 
ble trials that our Divine Redeemer was made perfect. How was 
his virtue assailed! And so it is, in an humble degree, with every 
disciple of his. 

God tries our Faith. He hides himself in thick darkness. He 
comes to us in the way of inscrutable providences. He lets the 
devil loose to rage and riot in the earth. He forsakes his altars 
and rebukes his people. He. suffers the wicked to triumph, and 
his cause to decline; and he humbles and afflicts the righteous 
until faith is confounded, and can only say, The Lord reigneth. 

He tries our Hope. He withdraws for awhile the light of his 
countenance. He removes his staff, and we tremble at every step. 
A sense of sin overwhelms us. Conscience has power to torment 
the soul. Temptations assail us with renewed fierceness. Our 
peace is gone. Hope seems ready to abandon us. And in the 
distance we see Despair in terrible form approaching. And the 
soul is shaken as by a mighty wind. Out of the depths it cries 
for deliverance. And who, save “the man” Christ Jesus, with 
his blood of atonement, and spirit of all grace, and words of 
heavenly sympathy, and shield of almighty power, is able to af- 
ford help to man when his eternal hopes are shaken ! 

God tries our Patience. With a thousand petty annoyances, 
which are hard to be borne, with disappointments, with reverses 
of fortune, with, sickness, with bereavement, with the ingratitude 
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and wickedness of mankind, with trials, nameless and numberless. 
And Patience is hard pushed. Many a billow goes over us. The 
conflict is often fierce, and we are ready to faint. The soul is 
tempted to repine and find fault with God, and to murmur at his 
providences. And none but Christ can give Patience her perfect 
work. He alone can make the human heart submissive under 
evils, and give it the victory in the day of trial. Touched by his 

racious hand the bruised and chastened spirit gives utterance to 
that sublime experience: Z was dumb, I opened not my mouth, be- 
cause thou didst it. 

He tries our Principles. He challenges our integrity, the sincer- 
ity of our professions, the genuineness of our experience, the 
reality and strength of our love, and our Christian fidelity and 
purity. In his Providence occasions arise which rend our moun- 
tains of strength, and disturb the great deep of depravity, and 
demonstrate to the world whether “the root of the matter” be 
really in us; whether we have built on the sand or.on the rock. 
And in the day of fiery trial, our only safety is in the “ hiding- 
place” of divine mercy. The soul at such a time needs the 
“covert” of the Almighty’s wings. All human defenses are vain. 
Philosophy is a poor comforter. None but Christ is able to give 
the soul confidence in the day of great darkness—strength in the 
time of weakness—integrity in the season of fiery trial—and — 
it to stand unmoved under the combined assaults of earth an 
hell. 


IV. Christ ts a refuge in the day of Fear. Sin is darkness; and 
hence wheresoever there is sin, there is gloom, and fear, and sad- 
ness. The heart of man, until visited by the day-star from on 
high, is a world of sighs, given over to desolation and evil for- 
bodings. The wicked man is a slave to his fears. He can never 
rise above them. They darken and torment his days. And even 
the Christian suffers at times greatly from Fear. No reasoning, 
no promise, no experience can expel it. It hangs over him like a 
dark cloud. It is an angel of trouble in his path. How many 
are his fears! He fears that he may be deceived, and his treacher- 
ous heart undo him: he fears that he shall fail in duty, and bring 
reproach on the Name he loves: he fears that he may come short 
at. last, and thus have no part in the inheritance for which he has 
striven: he fears himself, he fears the devil, he fears the world, he 
fears to live, and he fears to die! Scarcely a day is he free from 
this feeling of depression. Often it distresses him beyond mea- 
sure. He finds no comfort. He is afraid. He is a stranger to 
“the hope of assurance.” His closet is often a Bochim. He 
wets his couch at night with his tears. The Mercy Seat and the 
Altar. are hung in mourning. He can appropriate no promise to 
himself. His heart is heavy and desolate. Troubled on every 
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hand with fear, and continually writing bitter things against h ms 
self, he is ever repeating, while his soul is thrilled or riven by 
them, those favorite lines of the fearful : 


“Tis a point I long to know, 
Oft it causes anxious thought: 
Do J love the Lord or no? 
Am [ his, or am I not? 
Could my heart so bard remain, 
Prayer a task and burden prove, 
Every trifle give me pain, 
lf I knew a Saviour's love ?” 


And is there no remedy for this gloomy experience? Must 
the spirit of fear necessarily dwell in our hearts? Is it the will 
of God that his people 


“ Go mourning all their days?” 


Is there no virtue in the blood of atonement, no power in the 
Gospel, to lift the soul into the region of perpetual sunshine? 
Oh! there zs a remedy for this evil of sin. There is a “hiding- 
place” to which the soul may flee, and from which this fiend is 
shut out. There is spread for God’s people a sky which holds no 
angry tempest. There is a walk of Christian experience in which 
only Peace, Joy, and Hope are the ministering angels. Housed 
in Christ, what is there for one to fear? Who, or what, can harm 
him there? He may, from that secure retreat, look forth without 
dismay upon the troubled scenes of earth. The winds of heaven 
may howl their wildest requiem; the tempest may empty the 
seven vials of its darkness and wrath on the earth; the sun may 
be darkened, and the moon turned to blood; pestilence, war, and 
famine may rage; and all the elements of depravity and destruc: 
tion may war together in a terrific conflict. But none of these 
things shall move him who “dwelleth in the secret place of the 
Most High.” Nor sin, nor Satan, nor death, nor hell shall harm 
him. “Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, 
and from the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with his 
feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be 
thy shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror 
by night; nor for the arrow that-flieth by day ; nor for the pesti- 
lence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten 
thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee... . 
Because thou hast made the Lord, who is my refuge, even the 
Most High, thy habitation, there shall no evil befall thee. . . He 
shall-call upon me, and ! will answer him: I will be with him in 
trouble ; I will deliver him, and honor him.” Whether the ca- 
lamity be individual or national, present or prospective, he has 
nothing to fear. If “there shall be signs in the sun, and in the 
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moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations; 
with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; men’s heart’s fail- 
ing them through fear,” he can yet sing from beneath the out- 
spread wings of Almighty Love: “ Although the fig-tree shall 
not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vine; the labor of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall 
be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls; 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, and will joy in the God of my salva- 
tion.” 


V. Christ is a refuge from the torments of an accusing CONSCIENCE. 
The day of self-convicted guilt is a day of memorable experience. 
Our sins are now discovered and brought home to us by the Spirit 
of God. We can no longer deny them, nor excuse them, nor es- 
cape from them. We have sinned, and made God our enemy. 

e have broken his holy law, and incurred its penalty. We have 
rejected his Son, and treasured up wrath against the day of wrath. 
Conscience upbraids us for what we have done. Divine Justice 
demands satisfaction. The soul is ready to sink into hell. And 
what can be done for its rescue? How shall man be just with 
God? How shall a sinner escape his threatened and impending 
wrath? Or how endure the remorse and agony of convicted 
guilt? Will you reason the point with him? reason down his 
rising fears? reason away that sense of guilt and hell- desert, 
which has already smitten him to the earth? Will you attempt 
to comfort him with the assurance that God is merciful? or by re- 
minding him of his own natural goodness? or by prating to him 
about philosophy? or by learned and ingenious speculations on 
theological dogmas? Will either or all of these things afford re- 
lief to the trembling soul whose heart is burdened with his sins, 
and who from the depths of intense distress is crying for a deliv- 
erer? Ah! the convicted sinner wants not the unction of flat- 
tering words, but the blood of an infinite atonement: he wants 
not speculation, but certain truth: he wants not philosophy, but 
Gop. For he stands convicted and trembling beneath the frown 
of an angry God. Not a ray of hope beams on his wretched 
soul. Midnight darkness vails the sky. Doom and death are on 
the wing. The storm of eternal wrath is thundering along his 
pathway, and he is exposed to allits fury. Help must reach him, 
and reach him quickly, or he is sure to be swept away into perdi- 
tion. And whence shall help come? Whose arm can save the 
sinner in such an hour? Where shall he seek a refuge when pur- 
sued by an accusing Conscience, and by the penal justice of God? 
Oh! none. but Jesus, the Almighty Saviour, can shield and de- 
liver man when conviction lays hold of him. His arm, and his 
only, is able to stay the descending floods. He.can disarm con- 
science of its sting, and satisfy the demands of justice. He can 
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spread a vor and serene sky over the distressed and troubled 
soul; and fill his dark and wretched heart with peace and joy ; for 
his blood cleanseth from ail sin. 


FINALLY. Christ is a refuge in the day of FINAL WRATH. There 
is nothing that men really so much dread as they do the wrath of 
God. Even the most wicked and hardened are at times greatl 
troubled by the thought of it. It is the fear of this deserved and 
tremendous wrath which robs sinful pleasure of half its enjoy- 
ment. It is the instinctive fear of this, which makes death so 
melancholy a day to the wicked, and hell so dreadful a place. 
THE WRATH TO COME—the just, final, and eternal wrath of God— 
oh! it isa reality, and not a fiction ; and it is such a reality that men 
ean not be indifferent toitif they would. They may affect to disbe- 
lieve it, and in the hour of mirth and wine sport with it ; but they 
can not get it out of their minds. It is a fixed fact in thought 
and in experience—an unwelcome truth, frowning ever upon them 
—a mountain of unknown hight, shutting out from their souls the 
light of hope and of life, and ready to fall upon them at any mo- 
ment, with all the weight of God’s power, and sink them to hell. 

Now, Jesus Christ is a Refuge also from this impending evil. 
He turns aside the anger of God—he saves from the wrath of the 
final day. “The cross lifted up on Calvary has received the 
thunder from the cloud, and now gives sunshine and peace to the 

enitent soul.” God and the believer in Jesus are reconciled. 

he controversy which sin had provoked is ended, and the breach 
healed. Anger is turned to love—instead of an enemy, behold a 
friend. “ Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” What then have we to fear? What is 
there terrible in God, to one whose life is hid in Christ? He is 
our FaTHEeR. Christ is our “elder brother.” We are forgiven. 
Our name is found in “the book of life.” No evil can overcome 
us. Death will not harm us, The judgment-day need not terrify 
us. And beyond, there stretches out a sky which no cloud ever 
darkens, no storm ever disturbs, and inh the light of everlast- 
ing day illumines and makes resplendent with glory. ; 

Such a Divine and much-needed refuge is Jesus Christ. Thus 
is he set forth to us in the Holy Scriptures, a hiding-place from the 
wind, and a covert from the tempest. Disappointed by the world, 
he will be your portion. Borne down by the weight of affliction, 
he will sustain you. Cast into the fiery furnace of trial, he will 
deliver you. Burdened with the weight of your sins, he will give 
you rehef. Fearful and doubtiny, he will inspire you with a cou- 
rage which no danger can intimidate, and with a confidence which 
no doubt can disturb. Dreading God’s anger, and afraid to die, 
he will comfort you with the assurance of victory, and will “ hide 
you in the cleft of the rock,” until the indignation shall be past. 
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O glorious Refuge! And it never fails man. It is never shut 
against the penitent soul fleeing from his sins and seeking life and 
safety. The winds of heaven have assailed it for nearly sixty 
centuries; storms have swept over it; and floods have beat against 
it; but it has never been shaken. It holds out to-day the same 
sure hope to all who will be saved. It will yet resist the fire and 
the deluge of the great day of the wrath of Almighty God. And 
when the winds are finally laid, and the waters are assuaged, and 
the sky is cleared up, onl the fair fields of immortality are bathed 
in the full light and radiance of aconsummated Redemption—then 
will the window of this Ark be opened, and forth from it will issue 
with shouts of rejoicing and hymns of eternal praise to their De- 
liverer, a multitude which no man can number, saved from the 
evils of the Apostasy, sheltered in the day of Divine wrath, and 
lifted above the curse, to people a kingdom which sin shall never 
blight—death never invade—where there is no night—where one 
love fills every heart, one life throbs in every bosom, and one song 
inspires every tongue. 
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THE RELATION OF WORKS TO THE JUDGMENT. 
“ Naked, and ye clothed me.”—Marr, 25 : 36. 


THESE words are a part of the description of the last judgment. 
They have therefore peculiar interest and solemnity. 

God has made us social beings, rational and accountable; and 
the affairs of this world have an important bearing on the next, as 
they are connected with the formation, the development, and the 
manifestation of character. There are many inequalities of human 
condition here in this world, and many mysteries involved in the 
sufferings of the righteous and the prosperity of the wicked, all 
which seem to infer the fact of a future state of retribution and 
compel the belief in it. Hence the light of nature gives intima- 
tions of a judgment to come, of rewards and punishments hereaf- 
ter; and this is plainly and fully taught in the Scriptures. It is 
a unto men once to die; but after this the judgment. 

en the Son of Man shall come in his glory, before him shall be 
gathered all nations, and he shall separate them one from another. 
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The Lord Jesus Christ shall judge the quick and the dead at his 
appearing and his kingdom. He will then say to his people: 





“Naked, and ye clothed me.” (Heb. 9:27; 2‘Tim.4:1; Matt 


25 : 31-46.) 

Now as there is to be a judgment, and we must all appear be- 
fore the judgment-seat of Christ, it seems necessary and esirable 
that we should know something about it and the principles on 
which we are to be judged and acquitted or condemned. All 
needful information is found in the Bible. Do we ask when the 
judgment is to be? It is at the end of the world. Who is to be 
the Judge? Jesus Christ. Who are to be judged? All men, 
What is to be the rule of judgment? The law of God—taki 
the word law in its widest sense, as including every rule which 
God has given to men for the government of their conduct. Those 
who have God’s revealed will, a written revelation, must be judged 
according to it; while they who are not thus favored must be 
judged by the law written upon their hearts and inwrought in the 
very constitution of their nature. So all shall be judged by the 
light they have or might obtain with proper diligence. 

We are favored with God’s revealed will in its completion. We 
have the whole Bible. It is our privilege to live under the full 
blaze of gospel light. Of course we are to be judged according 
to it; and hence it is desirable and important for us to know the 
relation which, according to the Gospel, our works hold to the 
decisions of the judgment. To this point, and some inferences, 
your attention is invited: The relation of‘our works to the deci- 
sions of the judgment. 

In reference to the decisions of that day, words are sometimes 
spoken of as decisive. Every idle word that men shall speak they 
shall give account thereof in the day of judgment: “ For by 
thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned.” (Matt. 12 : 35-37.) In other places works are said 
to decide our destiny, as every man shall be judged according to 
his works; and every one is to receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. For 
God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil; and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works. (Matt. 16 : 27. 

Now the doctrines of the Bible are what the whole Bible teach- 
es: that is, Scripture is to interpreted by Scripture, and according 
to the analogy of faith. No doctrine is to be based upon a single 
disconnected passage, but the whole is to be interpreted in har- 
mony with itself; and every passage must be taken in the connec- 
tion in which it stands, and must harmonize with the entire re- 
yealed will of God, for truth—and God’s word is truth—truth is 


always consistent with itself. And on this point there is not the 
shadow of discrepancy. 
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--. It must be remembered that there is a radical difference be- 
tween the righteous and the wicked; not as they both were by na- 
ture, but as the one is by nature and the other by grace. The 
righteous have been renewed by the grace of God, and so are 
made holy—saints—sanctified. Having embraced Jesus Christ by 
faith, they are justified, and have peace with God. They are re- 
conciled to him and accepted in the Beloved. Their sins are for- 
given, and they shall never come into condemnation. God is their 
reconciled father ; they are his adupted children ; and if children, 
then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ. Of course 
they have a title to eternal life, not based upon what they have 
done, but upon what Jesus Christ has done for them. It is a title 
blood-bought, and received by faith alone. God loved the world, 
he gave his Son, and whosoever believeth in him shall not perish, 
but have everlasting life. 

The ungodly are not so. They do not believe. They are un- 
renewed, unsanctified, unjustified. They remain ina state of na- 
ture, in a state of condemnation, under the broken covenant of 
works. They do not receive Christ and rest on him for accept- 
ance, but they try to work out a righteousness of their own, and 
make their own doings the ground of their hope. They are just 
like the Galatians who rejected the Gospel and were striving for 
justification by the law, and to whom Paul wrote, “Christ is be- 
come of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by 


the law ; ye are fallen from grace ;” not fallen away from piety, 
for they never had it, but fallen away from the doctrines of grace 
which teach justification by faith and not by works; from these 
doctrines they were fallen away, and hence instead of relying 
upon Christ for acceptance, they were relying — their works. 


ence, too, they were not only fallen or turned away from the 
doctrines of grace, but also from the covenant of grace, and were 
seeking salvation by the old broken covenant of works. This is 
just the case with every unrenewed sinner. He is refusing Christ 
and his salvation; and hence he remains under the old broken 
covenant, and is in a state of condemnation—just in that state 
from which Christ came to deliver, and from which he has 
delivered those who have received him. 

It appears then that the difference is vast between the friends 
and the enemies of God. His people are accepted, justified, ac- 
counted righteous; their sins are-forgiven and they have a title to 
heaven. And inseparably connected with this is the renovation 
and justification of their natures, by which they are fitted for hea- 
ven. But the enemies of God, rejecting Christ, remain in a state 
of condemnation, unforgiven, unjustified, unaccepted, and under 
sentence of eternal death. And their natures remain unchanged ; 
their hearts are unholy, untitted for heaven; and their wicked 
hearts and lives prepare them for that misery to which they are 
exposed and hastening—condemned already. (John 3 : 16-18.) 
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Such are the two great classes of the human family which’ar | 


to appear before the judgment-seat; and these two classes em. 
brace the whole. Of course the difference existing between them 
must have its influence upon the proceedings and decisions of that 
dread day. Thus in the 25th chapter of Matthew no mention is 
made of the evil deeds of the righteous, because they are forgiven: 
and in regard to the wicked, no good deeds are mentioned, becatse 
as unbelievers, without faith, all their deeds are evil, flowing from 
an unrenewed heart. 


II. There can be no good works where there is not faith; and 
we have seen that the wicked, having rejected Jesus Christ as their 
surety, substitute, and Saviour, must stand or fall upon their own 
doings. They have rejected the covenant of grace, the doctrines 
of grace, salvation by grace; they have rejected the only Saviour 
and justification by faith in him; and hence they are not onl 
judged according to their works, but condemned for their works, 
Their works are the ground of their condemnation, the reason of 
it; and their works also decide the degree of their condemnation, 
This is the relation which the works of the wicked hold to the de- 
cisions of the judgment: they are the ground of their condemna- 
tion, and they determine the degree of it. They who have had 
the Gospel and rejected it, must not only feel the curse of the 
broken fa, but they must also suffer the superadded curse of a 
rejected Gospel ; as it is written, If any love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let him be anathema, accursed! But they who have not 
the Gospel and have never heard of Jesus, will be judged accord. 
ing to the light of nature, and be condemned for not living up te 
the light they have had. Much more tolerable will it be for them 
than for you in thatday! You have heard of Jesus, and rejected 
him! Oh! how often have you rejected him! And your works, all 
evil because your heart is wicked, must be both the ground and 
the measure of your condemnation ; you must be condemned and 
punished for your works and according to your works. 


III. But the righteous, having embraced Jesus Christ by faith 
as their Surety and Redeemer, stand upon a different foundation 
entirely. They are accepted in the beloved ; they are complete in 

-him; being justified freely by grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus, there is tothem no condemnation. Their iniqui- 
ties are forgiven, their sins are covered ; and for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, on the ground of what he has done, they are regarded and 
treated as righteous. 

1. Hence their works are not the ground of their acceptance. 
In the case of the wicked, their works are the ground of their con- 
demnation; but in the case of the righteous, their works are not 
the ground of their acceptance. They are accepted only on the 
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und of Christ’s work, his doing and dying for them; only on 
the ground of his righteousness, and that received and rested in by 
faith alone. 

2. Nor are their works the ground of their reward. In the case 
of the wicked, their works are the ground of their punishment ; 
they are punished for their wicked deeds—for their sins; but the 
righteous are not rewarded for their works; that is, these are not 
the ground or reason of their reward. There is no merit in our 
works. The reward comes to us freely; the gift of God is eternal 
life. True, the bestowment of it on us is an act of justice to 
Christ ; he purchased it for us; but to us it comes freely and un- 
merited. By his sufferings Jesus Christ atoned for our sins and 
bought our pardon; by his obedience he purchased our reward; 
these constitute his righteousness; and in our justification we are 
not only freely forgiven, but as Christ’s righteousness is imputed 
to us, we therein also receive a title to.eternal life, simply on 
the ground of what Christ has done and suffered. Hence our 
works are not the ground of our reward, any more than of our 
acceptance. 

8. Yet we are to be judged according to our works, as is evident 
in the account given in this chapter, and also from the whole tenor 
of Scripture: “‘ Naked, and ye clothed me.” Here are works. 
What relation, then, do the works of the righteous hold to the 
decisions of the judgment? This will appear from two consider- 


- ations: 


First, the good works of the righteous are evidences of their 
faith in Jesus Christ ; they are fruits of faith—proofs of their love 


‘to him, and of their interest in him. Faith without works is 


dead. That faith which justifies will produce good works; it is 
an active and fruitful principle ; it works by love, and purifies the 
heart. So that it is safe to conclude, that where there are no good 
works, there is no faith. Here, then, is one reason why the works 
of the righteous are brought into the judgment, although the 
are the ground neither of acceptance nor of reward, they are evi- 
dences of faith in Christ. They are accepted on the ground of 
Christ’s righteousness ; in this they become interested by faith; 
their good works are the evidences of this faith ; and as such they 
are brought into the judgment, and exhibited there. This is plain 
from the record made in this chapter: Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me—that is, because ye had faith in me; ye have done it 
from faith in me, and out of love to me. For Jesus Christ re- 
gards what is done for his people, from faith in him, and out of 
love to him, as if done to himself. It is an evidence of faith and 
love, a proof of attachment. So in regard to the wicked, their 
works prove them destitute of faith and love: Inasmuch as ye did 
it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me! 
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In regard to this one point, then, we see the relation which the 
works of the righteous hold to the decisions of the judgment; 
they are fruits and evidences of their faith in Christ—proofs of 
their interest in him—witnesses of their justification by faith, and 
hence of their title to eternal life. Hence the sentence, Come, ye 
blessed ; and, These shall go into life eternal. 

But, secondly, there is another consideration: Every one is to 
be rewarded according to his deeds; for God will render to every | 
man according to his deeds. (Rom. 2: 5-11.) We have seen that 
the righteous are not rewarded for their works, as if there were 
any merit in them; and yet they shall be rewarded according to 
their works. Jesus says: My reward is with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be. (Rev. 22: 12.) There are 
degrees of glory and happiness in heaven, and these are determined 
according to the works of the righteous, according to their piety, 
their whole Christian character; their faith, and love, and good 
works; their graces and their doings. There are degrees of re- 
ward as well as of punishment. As the wicked have their pun- 
ishment measured by their works, so the righteous are rewarded 
according to their works—not for them, (save in a very subordi- 
nate sense,) but according to them. All have eternal life; and in 
this respect their reward is equal——this is what Jesus Christ 

rae ion for all his people, and this is the gift of God to every be- 
iever, as in Rom. 6: 23; but while all have eternal life, and so 
shall ever be with the Lord, yet there are degrees of glory and 
happiness, as each one’s faith and love and works have been. For 
as one star differeth from another star in glory, so also is the re- 
surrection of the dead—so is the future state. Hence the precept: 
Lay up treasure in heaven; strive to be rich for the eternal world, 
that you may shine with lustre there! But, alas, how many 
Christians even, are so intent on the things of this world, that 
they lay up but little treasure in heaven, and when they reach that 
world, they will be poor men there; though rich here, they will 
be poor there! No gems in their crown, no ornaments on their 
robe, and but a small cup of pleasures in their hand; while some 
who were poor here, will then be found to have been rich toward 
God ; their crown will sparkle with gems, and they will rise to the 
highest degrees of glory and blessedness! They will be rich men 
in heaven, because they were here rich in faith and good works, 

Thus we see the relation which our works hold to the decisions 
of the judgment. In regard to the wicked, they are both the 
ground and the measure of their condemnation; in regard to the 
righteous, they are neither the ground of acceptance nor of re- 
ward, but they are evidences of faith, and the measure of that de- 
gree of glory which each one shall receive in the last day. Thus 
every one shall receive according as his work has been. 
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A few brief remarks will close this discourse : 

1. And first, we see the importance of faith in Christ. It is es- 
sential in order to our justification; and where there is faith there 
is a title to life eternal. Faith secures our acceptance with God, 
and our acquittal in the judgment; the forgiveness of our sins, 
our acceptance as righteous, and our eternal reward. It is well, 
however, to remember that faith does not justify because of its 
own intrinsic excellence, nor as an equivalent for a life of obedi- 
ence, nor even as an act of evangelical obedience, nor as an act at 
all. It is but the instrument in our justification, the hand with 
which we lay hold of and embrace Jesus Christ as he is offered in 
the Gospel. Yet we must have faith, or we can not be justified; 
we must have faith, or wecan not be forgiven; we must believe 
in Jesus Christ, or wecan not be saved. Without faith there is 
no forgiveness; without faith there is no salvation. We must have 
faith in Jesus Christ, or remain under the curse of the law, and 
be rejected and punished because of our sins and our unbelief! 
He that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned. (Mark 16: 16.) 

2. Again, we also see the importance and necessity of good 
works. They are not the ground of acceptance nor of reward, 
but they are essential as evidences and fruits of faith, and they will 
also regulate the degrees of glory in the future world. Besides, 
they are serviceable to men, and tend to the glory of God. To 
do good is the way to be happy, and hence good works benefit 
those who do thern; they render them happy, for God has con- 
nected the Christian’s enjoyment with his usefulness, or with his 
efforts to do good. Hence if any man wants to be happy, let him 
aim to be useful; if he would know what true happiness is, let him 
do good as he has opportunity unto all men—let him give meat to 
the hungry, drink to the thirsty, take in the stranger, clothe the 
naked, and visit the sick and the prisoners, and in their joy he 
shall rejoice. For his good works benefit others as well as him- 
self; they make others happy as well as himself. Hence, after de- 
claring that we are not saved by works of righteousness which we 
nave done—that we are justified by grace, and so made heirs, Paul 
adds: This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou 
affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be 
careful to maintain good works. These things are good and pro- 
fitable unto men. God also is glorified by them. Ye are the light 
of the world. Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

3 Hence, again, you see here the encouragement to works of 
faith, and labor of love—the encouragement to benevolent efforts, 
efforts to do good, efforts to aid and comfort, benefit and bless 
your fellow-creatures. ‘They are not in vain, nor are they unno- 
ticed by your Heavenly Father ; he sees and records them, nor 
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shall they be unrewarded. Jesus Christ regards them as done to 
himself, he will mention them in the judgment as proofs of your 
faith and love, and he will reward you, not for them directly, but 
according to them. For God is not unrighteous to forget your 
work and labor of love, which ye show toward his name; in 
that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord. (Heb. 6: 10; 1 Cor. 15: 58. 
4, Finally, you see here the true dignity of your good works, 
whatever they may b2, and however apparently insignificant. No 
matter what they are, in the light of this subject they have a true 
dignity, and a real importance; and that is their relation to the 
judgment and eternity, as fruits and evidences of faith, and assuch 
measuring the degree of future glory. In this view nothing is 
small. It may be a literal clothing of the naked poor where you 
live, or furnishing garments for Indian children gathered into mis- 
sion-schools ; or it may be looking up poor children around you, 
clothing them, and gathering them into the Sabbath-schol ; or it 
may be collecting money for missions, or for the Bible cause, and 
distributing copies of the book of God or religious tracts; or it 
may be teaching the ignorant around you, or training your own 
family for usefulness and heaven; no matter! It has a bearing on 
the judgment and your eternal state; and if done from faith in 


Christ and for God’s glory, it is dignified and important! In God's 
government nothing is small! His greatness is seen in the littlest 
insect that floats on the air as well as in the brightest angel that 
shines before his throne! And in human conduct nothing is too 
small to escape his notice, or to be left out of the account in the last 
day. Even acup of cold water shall not lose its reward. Let this 
encourage F ype in every good word and work. The Judge will 
? 


say: Naked, and ye clothed me! The Christian is dignified by 
his relationship to God as his child, and his works are dignified 
by their relation to the judgment and its decisions. Hence he 
should never be weary in well-doing! In due time he shall reap! 
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